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REQUIRED READING:  

Anything But Typical By: Nora Raleigh Baskin.  

Jason Blake is an autistic 12-year-old living in a neurotypical world. Most days it's just a 

matter of time before something goes wrong.  Jason finds a glimmer of understanding 

when he comes across PhoenixBird, who posts stories to the same online site as he does. 

 

PROJECT- on Anything But Typical may include discussing your favorite character, plot or 

theme of the story or what personal connections you made while reading it. Prepare a 

presentation in the form of a report (Google Doc), written journal, poster or movie trailer, 

power point create a life size character and discuss their traits, a character biopoem...the 

sky is the limit. Happy reading! 

 

Students must read the REQUIRED Novel. Projects are due the 1st week of Language 

Arts classes. Students must choose one book from the suggestions below and present a 

book talk on the second book. This is also due the 1st week of school. Instructions for the 

book talk and novel choices are listed below.  

*************************************************************************************  

 
Booktalk:  (Please note: the novel is free choice from the list below-- the booktalk is 

required and must be presented by the 1st week of school) Select one additional novel 

from the titles listed below to read for your second summer reading assignment. For your 

free choice reading selection, I would like you to give a professional book talk. A 

professional book talk requires you to get up in front of your peers and discuss the book 

you have read, making sure to include the following components: 

Requirements 

● Note cards (Needed for assistance, please do not read from them!)  

Procedures 

● Your Book Talk should include the following:  

1) The title, author, publication date of your book. You should have the book with you to 

show to the class.  
 

2)    Briefly summarize the book (don’t spend too long on this) by telling who the main 

characters are, what the central conflict/idea is, what the important events in the book 

are, and what you believe the author wants readers to take from the experience of 

reading the book. It’s best not to reveal too much or tell the ending, especially if you are 

ultimately recommending the book as a good read.  

 



3) Introduce and then read a passage from the book. This passage should be from a 

significant moment in the story that describes a main character in some way, illuminates 

the book’s theme or central idea, represents an important point in the plot, strikingly 

reflects the author’s style, or foreshadows something exciting.  In other words, choose a 

passage that excites the imagination! 

  

4) Finally, tell the audience if you would recommend the book or not, and explain your 

three main reasons why. 

  

***Remember to practice your book talk out loud before you present!!!!***   

 

Select at least ONE book from this list to read:  
 

Slob /Ellen Pott- Outrageously funny and smart, this story of an obese boy who takes on 

his bullies is as heartwarming as it is clever. 

 

Frazzled/ Bookie Vivat-Meet Abbie Wu! She’s about to start middle school and she’s 

totally in crisis. 

 

Rain Reign/ Ann M. Martin-Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that 

her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two 

homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not 

everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her 

different - not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father.When a storm hits 

their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Rose's 

father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving 

her routines and safe places to search. 

The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 5th Grade / Kenneth Derby- Tony Baloney is 

obsessed with David Letterman and is determined to be a guest on his show. This 

fast-paced, action-packed story is sure to keep the reader amused — top 10 lists and all!  

The Lost Track of Time/ Paige Britt- Penelope is running out of time! She dreams of 

being a writer, but how can she pursue her passion when her mother schedules every 

minute of her life? And how will she ever prove that writing is worthwhile if her mother 

keeps telling her to "get busy!" and "be more productive"?  



Aldabra / Sylvana Gandolfi - In Venice, Italy, ten-year-old Elisa finds she must deal with 

all the unexpected consequences of her beloved eccentric grandmother's transformation 

into a giant Aldabra tortoise, native to a small group of coral islands in the Seychelles.  

Alone in the Universe / Lynne Rae Perkins Debbie is dismayed when her best friend 

Maureen starts spending time with ordinary, boring Glenna. 

 The Big Wander / Will Hobbs. As he searches for his uncle through the rugged 

Southwest canyon country, fourteen-year-old Clay becomes involved with a group of 

Navajo Indians who are trying to save some of the last wild mustangs. 

 Blue Jasmine / Kashmira Sheth - When twelve-year-old Seema moves to Iowa City with 

her parents and younger sister, she leaves friends and family behind in her native India 

but gradually begins to feel at home in her new country. 

Children of the Wolves / Jane Yolen In 1920 India two children that have been raised by 

wolves are discovered and brought to an orphanage to be taught human behavior again. 

 The City of Ember / Jeanne DuPrau In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on 

Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, 

perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.  

Fair Weather / Richard Peck In 1893, thirteen-year-old Rosie and members of her family 

travel from their Illinois farm to Chicago to visit Aunt Euterpe and attend the World's 

Columbian Exposition which, along with an encounter with Buffalo Bill and Lillian Russell, 

turns out to be a life-changing experience for everyone.  

How Angel Peterson Got His Name: and Other Outrageous Tales about Extreme 

Sports / Gary Paulsen Author Gary Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in 

northwestern Minnesota in the late 1940s and early 1950s, such as skiing behind a 

souped-up car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel.  

Island of the Blue Dolphins / Scott O’Dell Records the courage and self-reliance of an 

Indian girl who lived alone for eighteen years on an isolated island off the California coast 

when her tribe emigrated and she was left behind.  



Locomotion / Jacqueline Woodson - Inspired by his teacher, eleven-year-old Lonnie begins 

to write about his life in a series of poems in which he discusses his feelings about his 

friends, his foster mom, his little sister Lili, and the death of his parents. 

 The Million Dollar Kick / Dan Gutman. Thirteen-year-old Whisper, who hates sports, is 

torn when she gets a chance to win a mill ion dollars by kicking a goal against a local soccer 

hero.  

The Other Side: Shorter Poems / A collection of poems reminiscent of growing up as an 

African-American girl in Shorter, Alabama. 

 Park’s Quest / Katherine Patterson Eleven-year-old Park makes some startling 

discoveries when he travels to his grandfather's farm in Virginia to learn about his father 

who died in the Vietnam War. 

 


