
REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR RISING 6TH GRADERS 
 

Navigating Early  

Clare Vanderpool 
 
At the end of World War II, Jack 
Baker, a landlocked Kansas boy, 
is suddenly uprooted after his 
mother’s death and placed in a 
boy’s boarding school in Maine. 
There, Jack encounters Early 
Auden, the strangest of boys, 
who reads the number pi as a 
story and collects clippings about 
the sightings of a great black 
bear in the nearby mountains. 
Newcomer Jack feels lost yet 
can’t help being drawn to Early, 
who won’t believe what everyone 
accepts to be the truth about the 

Great Appalachian Bear, Timber Rattlesnakes, and the legendary 
school hero known as The Fish, who never returned from the war. 
When the boys find themselves unexpectedly alone at school, they 
embark on a quest on the Appalachian Trail in search of the great 
black bear. But what they are searching for is sometimes different 
from what they find. They will meet truly strange characters, each of 
whom figures into the pi story Early weaves as they travel, while 
discovering things they never realized about themselves and others in 
their lives. 
 
  



Your Required Reading Assignment  
 
You will create a reading journal that contains a series of responses to Navigating Early. Your 
reading journal should be a hard copy that you can turn in on the first day of school. You are 
welcome to create your journal electronically, but it needs to be PRINTED to turn in. Journals 
that are turned in after the first day of school will be docked points for being late.  
 
What should my Journal look like? 
 
Your journal should be in the form of a book. This could be printed/handwritten loose pages that 
you staple into a book, an actual notebook your use for your journal, a sketch pad you 
write/draw in, or any other format that allows me to flip through and read your written responses 
to the novel.  
 
Your journal should contain five (5) different  responses. Each written response should be about 
125 words, or about one, well-developed paragraph (6-8 sentences). You are ALWAYS 
welcome to write more, therefore 5 responses is the minimum requirement.  
 
What do I write about? 
 
Your written responses are your chance to connect to the text. I will not be giving you specific 
chapter questions to answer that are related to the text. I will provide you with some response 
“starters” that should help you focus your writing.  
 
In your writing you could….(use a different starter for each of the 5 responses) 

● Write about the relationship between Jack and Early. How does it develop? How 
does it evolve? What does the relationship mean for each character? 

● Focus on symbols that the author uses in the text. What are their significance of the 
images that keep repeating throughout the novel? Are there certain symbols that you 
think are more connected to one character? What do you think that means? 

● Write about the personal connections to the text you can make (text to self). Have 
you ever experienced a life-changing event? Is there a character in the novel you 
especially related to? What kind of journeys have you experienced in your own life? 

● Write about text to text, or text to world connections. Does this novel make you think 
of another text you’ve read, a song you like, a piece of artwork you have viewed, a movie 
you have watched? What specifically about the novel connected to another work or 
situation? 

● Create an image inspired by the text. You might decide to create an image (drawing, 
painting, collage, etc.) of a significant section of the novel. If you decide to create an 
image, you should make sure to briefly explain in writing WHY the image you created is 
significant. You may only include 1 image in your reading journal. 



● Respond through poetry. Experiment with using an alternative form of writing in your 
responses. Perhaps you feel inspired to write some verse poetry for one of your 
responses.  

2nd Required Reading Assignment: 
Choose one of the titles listed below to read for your second summer reading assignment (in 
addition to the required text). For your suggested reading selection, I would like you to give a 
professional book talk. A professional book talk requires you to get up in front of your peers and 
discuss the book you have read, making sure to include the following components: 

 
● Why you selected the book you are giving your book talk about 
● A brief summary of the plot (you don’t want to give away the ending, or 

any surprises!) 
● A recommendation to the class (what type of reader would enjoy this 

book?) 
● One thing you enjoyed about the author’s style (the word choice of the 

author, the character description, the type of sentences the author uses, 
anything you noticed about the way the author writes) 

 
You should have a copy of your book talk to turn in on the day you give your talk in front 
of the class and you should bring a copy of the book. This book talk assignment will be 
repeated each month throughout your 6th grade year, and you will always get to choose the 
book you read for this assignment!  
 
Sample Book Talk 
 
 
 
“Close your eyes and imagine a world where all the magic and power you 
can think of is just around your neck. Firelight, the seventh book in the 
Amulet series by Kazu Kibuishi takes you through an adventure that 
nobody else could call normal. But it's sure exciting. Emily goes through all 
the dangerous worlds and dreams you could think of,making all kinds of 
friends along the way. I selected this book because all the other books in 
the Amulet series are so good I thought I should read this one. I really like 
the art in this graphic novel series. I would recommend this to anybody who 
likes graphic novels and fantasy. If I were you I would definitely read this 
series.” 
 
 



 
SUGGESTED TITLES: 
 

Home of the Brave 
Katherine Applegate 
 
Kek comes from Africa. In  
America he sees snow for the 
first time, and feels its sting. He's 
never walked on ice, and he 
falls. He wonders if the people in 
this new place will be like the 
winter – cold and unkind. In 
Africa, Kek lived with his mother, 
father, and brother. But only he 
and his mother have survived, 
and now she's missing. Kek is 
on his own. Slowly, he makes 
friends: a girl who is in foster 
care; an old woman who owns a 

rundown farm, and a cow whose name means "family" in Kek's native 
language. As Kek awaits word of his mother's fate, he weathers the 
tough Minnesota winter by finding warmth in his new friendships, 
strength in his memories, and belief in his new country. Bestselling 
author Katherine Applegate presents a beautifully wrought novel about 
an immigrant's journey from hardship to hope. Home of the Brave is a 
2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Moon Over Manifest 
Clare Vanderpool  
 
Abilene Tucker feels abandoned. 
Her father has put her on a train, 
sending her off to live with an old 
friend for the summer while he 
works a railroad job. Armed only 
with a few possessions and her list 
of universals, Abilene jumps off the 
train in Manifest, Kansas, aiming to 
learn about the boy her father once 
was. Having heard stories about 
Manifest, Abilene is disappointed 
to find that it’s just a dried-up, 
worn-out old town. But her 
disappointment quickly turns to 

excitement when she discovers a hidden cigar box full of mementos, 
including some old letters that mention a spy known as the Rattler. 
These mysterious letters send Abilene and her new friends, Lettie and 
Ruthanne, on an honest-to-goodness spy hunt, even though they are 
warned to “Leave Well Enough Alone.” Abilene throws all caution 
aside when she heads down the mysterious Path to Perdition to pay a 
debt to the reclusive Miss Sadie, a diviner who only tells stories from 
the past. It seems that Manifest’s history is full of colorful and shadowy 
characters—and long-held secrets. The more Abilene hears, the more 
determined she is to learn just what role her father played in that 
history. And as Manifest’s secrets are laid bare one by one, Abilene 
begins to weave her own story into the fabric of the town. 



 
 
 
 

Keeper 
Mal Peet 
 
When Paul Faustino of LA 
NACION flips on his tape 
recorder for an exclusive 
interview with El Gato — the 
phenomenal goalkeeper who 
single-handedly brought his 
team the World Cup — the 
seasoned reporter quickly learns 
that this will be no ordinary story. 
Instead, the legendary El Gato 
narrates a spellbinding tale that 
begins in the South American 
rainforest, where a ghostly but 

very real mentor, the Keeper, emerges to teach a poor, gawky boy the 
most thrilling secrets of the game. A seamless blend of magical 
realism and exhilarating soccer action, this evocative novel will haunt 
readers long after the story ends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Enchanted Air: Two 
Cultures, Two Wings 

Margarita Engle 
In this poetic memoir, Margarita 
Engle, the first Latina woman to 
receive a Newbery Honor, tells of 
growing up as a child of two 
cultures during the Cold War. 
Margarita is a girl from two 
worlds. Her heart lies in Cuba, 
her mother's tropical island 
country, a place so lush with 
vibrant life that it seems like a 
fairy tale kingdom. But most of 
the time she lives in Los Angeles, 

lonely in the noisy city and dreaming of the summers when she can 
take a plane through the enchanted air to her beloved island. Words 
and images are her constant companions, friendly and comforting 
when the children at school are not. Then a revolution breaks out in 
Cuba. Margarita fears for her far-away family. When the hostility 
between Cuba and the United States erupts at the Bay of Pigs 
Invasion, Margarita's worlds collide in the worst way possible. How 
can the two countries she loves hate each other so much? And will 
she ever get to visit her beautiful island again? 



 
 
 
 

Words in the Dust  
Trent Reedy 
 

Zulaikha hopes. She hopes for 
peace, now that the Taliban have 
been driven from Afghanistan; a 
good relationship with her hard 
stepmother; and one day even to 
go to school, or to have her cleft 
palate fixed. Zulaikha knows all 
will be provided for 
her--"Inshallah," God willing. 
Then she meets Meena, who 
offers to teach her the Afghan 
poetry she taught her late 
mother. And the Americans 
come to her village, promising 
not just new opportunities and 

dangers, but surgery to fix her face. These changes could mean a 
whole new life for Zulaikha--but can she dare to hope they'll come 
true? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

The Graveyard Book 
Neil Gaiman  
 
After the murder of his entire 
family, a toddler wanders into a 
graveyard where the ghosts 
and other supernatural 
residents agree to raise him as 
one of their own. Nobody 
Owens, known to his friends as 
Bod, is a normal boy. He would 
be completely normal if he 
didn't live in a sprawling 
graveyard, being raised and 
educated by ghosts, with a 
solitary guardian who belongs 
to neither the world of the living 

nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in the 
graveyard for a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will 
come under attack from the man Jack—who has already killed 
Bod's family... Beloved master storyteller Neil Gaiman returns with 
a luminous new novel for the audience that embraced his New 
York Times bestselling modern classic Coraline. Magical, 
terrifying, and filled with breathtaking adventures, The Graveyard 
Book is sure to enthrall readers of all ages. 



 
 
 
 

Howl’s Moving Castle 
Diana Wynne Jones 
 
Sophie has the great misfortune of 
being the eldest of three daughters, 
destined to fail miserably should 
she ever leave home to seek her 
fate. But when she unwittingly 
attracts the ire of the Witch of the 
Waste, Sophie finds herself under a 
horrid spell that transforms her into 
an old lady. Her only chance at 
breaking it lies in the ever-moving 
castle in the hills: the Wizard 
Howl's castle. To untangle the 
enchantment, Sophie must handle 

the heartless Howl, strike a bargain with a fire demon, and meet 
the Witch of the Waste head-on. Along the way, she discovers 
that there's far more to Howl -- and herself -- than first meets the 
eye. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Mercury 
Hope Larson 
 
August 31, 5:15 PM, French Hill, 
Nova Scotia: A girl named Tara 
is running. She runs through her 
nice neighborhood and up a 
road to the burned ruins of what 
was once a beautiful house--her 
family's house. 
August 31, 1859, French Hill, 
Nova Scotia: A girl named Josey 
is picking blackberries with her 
friend Connie. As the girls 
gossip, a handsome stranger 

knocks on the door of Josey's house. His name is Asa, and with his 
coming, Josey's life--and later in time, Tara's as well--is about to 
change forever. Because there is treasure in the woods that belong to 
Josey's family. Gold--an untold fortune. Asa has a secret way of 
finding it, and his partnership with Josey's father could make them all 
rich. But there is darkness in the woods, and in Asa. And in the 
present day, Tara, Josey's descendent, is about to discover the truth 
about what really happened in the family's past. Eisner award winner 
Hope Larson weaves together history, romance, and a touch of her 



trademark magical realism in this remarkable graphic novel of how the 
past haunts a teenage girl's present. 
 
 
 

 
Ghosts  
Raina Telgemeier 
 
Catrina and her family are 
moving to the coast of Northern 
California because her little 
sister, Maya, is sick. Cat isn't 
happy about leaving her friends 
for Bahía de la Luna, but Maya 
has cystic fibrosis and will 
benefit from the cool, salty air 
that blows in from the sea. As 
the girls explore their new home, 
a neighbor lets them in on a 
secret: There are ghosts in 
Bahía de la Luna. Maya is 

determined to meet one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As 
the time of year when ghosts reunite with their loved ones 
approaches, Cat must figure out how to put aside her fears for her 
sister's sake - and her own. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Listen, Slowly 
Thanhha Lai 
Mai must spend her summer 
vacation in Vietnam with her 
Grandmother (Ba). While 
there, Mai learns more about 
her family, while Ba learns 
what happened to her 
husband during the war. 
 


